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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.
Flection on the Question of it< Adoption, on tha

Fourth Thursday in August, 1872. .

v .

_. ^
ARTICLE X

REr.ATIOK3 TO j-HE G.OVE8.VJ1SNT OF" THE
UNITED STATK8.

1. 1 ho State of West Virginia is. and, shall
Remain one of tha Unijtsd.State^of America.iho Constitution 9f *ha United States of
.America, and the laws and treaties made in
. pursuance thereof, shall be the supremo law
or the laod.

_

2. The government of theUnitedStatesis
« government of enumerated powers, and all
powers not Relegated to it, nor inhibited to

states, are reserved to tha.States or to the
people thereof. Among th<^ powers£0 reserved
y the States, is the cxoludvs regulation of

their own internal government and police :
and it is the high and solemn duty of the sev¬
eral departments of government, created b7
his Constitution, to guard y ^ protect tho
people of this State, from aiy/ncroachmeiits
uP°n 'he rights so reserved.

"-TT 3-l Th* rro.ions of the Constitution of tha
nited States, and of this State, are operative

alike in a period of war as in time of peace,,and any departure therefrom, or violation
,
thereof under the plea of necessity, or any
other plea, is subversive of good government,and tends,to anarchy and despotism.

- 4. I'or the. election of representatives to
Congress, the State shall be divided into dis-

, triets,.corresponding, in number with the rep¬
resentatives to, which ,it may bo entitled -

which districts shafi be formed of contiguous
, counties and be compact. Each district shall
contain as nearly as may be, an equal number
1P°Pu'ation, to^ba determined according to
tfho ruli prescribed in tho Oocslitu'tion of the
United Stiles.

AllTICLE IT.
, ^

the state.
'" 1 0 territory of tha following counties

formerly part- of tha Commonwealth of Vir-
"H ooustjtuto ami form the State of

>> est Virginia,,.vi?.:
;¦ Tha counties of Barbour, Bericeley, Boone,¦Braxton. Brooke, (Jaball, Calhoun, Clay,X>»ddridge, Kayetta, Gilmer. Grant, Green-
oner, Hampshire, Hancock, HitjJy. Uarriaon,Jackson .Jefferson, kanawha. i.ewis,Xiucofti
Logan, Marion. Marshall, Mason, McBowell,
H ornni- AI . 1 .

I

m. a ? uuitimrs, l ayior,
Tucker, J vler, Upshur, Wayne, Webster,.Metzol U irt, x»,'ood and Wyoming. Tho
'

j 1°' S8f lr^i,lia '"eludes the bed, bankj i,
p 10 ,,cu) uaus

p.'®8 "[ t!'? Phi^.rivcr,,attil fo mi-ch of
,;h« Btg. handy rjvor. as was formerly included
,in, the Commonwealth of Virginia; and all
tomtom! rights atic property in, end 'rnris-
riiction over, the same, heretofore reserved by
"n* TC*le.J [". the C-nmionweahl, of Virginia!

si r*7®*l£J-,a'-aa$ sKaJCSereafter be eseri&ad
.bv the Srats oT West Virginia. Aud such

of the said beds, hanks and shores, as
,.J<o opposite, and adjoining the several conn-
"¦I. 11,19 S'ate, shall fori-! par-., 0{ aaid
* several counties respectively,
*-. .'!;Iiq powers of fcoveinment reside ia all
.
.1.6 Citneus- ofthe State, and can he rightfullyexercised only in accordanco with their w;!l
aud appointment.,

.
3. All persons residirig'in this Stato, born,

'wa.tU,ri! -ed" 'i tho. iSVcs, and sub-
jec, to the jurisdiction thereof Ehall be citi¬
zens or this State. _

4. Every oitizen shall bo entitled "to equal
.representation ia the government and, in all
apportionments^*' representation equality of
numbers ot those.pntit^d thercto, shall, as far
a« practicable, bo ^ressi ved.

^'° "liKtinctiot shall be made betwpen
.residents aliens and citizens, as to the aooui-

'or".' lenUr6, diHPMition. or descent of j.rop-
6. Treason against the Stato, shall consist

.only in lovytng war. against it, or in aiherine
to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort
JVo person shall ba cotivfjted of treason, un¬
less on tho testimony of two witnesses to the
same ovart act, or on eonfeasiou in open court.
1 reason uhal! be punished .according to tho
character of the acta committed, by the inflic¬
tion of ono, or more, of the penalties, of death
imprisonment or fine, as icay ba'prencribod by'
f

i. L ha present seal of tho State, with its
motto, "Montani Semper Liberia shall be the
groat sea! ot the ftate of West Virgijia, ^ad
,shall be kept by. the Secretary of State, to bo
uhoJ, by him, officially as directed by law.

j ^\r'ts' Krants and commissions issued
under the authority of this Stato, shall ran in
i "*mo of'' and official bonds shall be made
payable to, the State of West Virginia, tn-
dictmcnts shall conclude, "Against the peaco
«od dignity of tha State."

A RTiCLK ITT.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

1. A11 men aro, by nature, equally free and
independent, and have certaiu iuhereht rights,of which, when they onter into a stato of so¬
ciety, they cannot, by any compact, deprive
or divest their pos-terity, namely : the enjoy¬
ment of life and liberty, with the means of ac-
'quiriug and possessing property and of pursu¬ing aiid detaining happiuess and safety.An power is vested in, and consc-

'quently derived, froiu the people. Magis¬trates are theirtrustees and servant, and at
all times amenable to them.

3. Government is instituted for the com¬
mon benefit, protection and security of the
^)ec£le, nation or community. Of all its
various forms that is tie. best, wbioh is capa¬ble of producing the greatest degree of happi-'ness and safety, and iB most effectually seeured
against tte danger of maladministration , andwhen any government shall be found inade¬
quate or contrary to these purposes, a majorityof the community, has an indubitable, in-
alicnahlo, and indefeasiblo fight to reform,
'plter or abolish ft in such_ manner as shall
be judged most conducive, to the public weal.

4. Tho privilege of the . ^rit .of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended. Nor personshall be held to answer for treason, felony or
other crime not cognizable by a justice, un¬
less oi£ presentment or indictment of a Gfrand
Jury. No bill of atainder, ex postfacto law,
or law impairing the obligation of a contract,
.liall b« passed. , ¦<

.5. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor

excessive fines imposed, nor pruel and unu¬
sual punishments; inflicted. , Penalties shall
be proportioned t,o the character and degreeof the offense, ifft person shall t»e- trans¬
muted out of, or forced to.leayo tfie State, for
S4iy offense coniitted witbia t&e-Jlie same;
nor shall any person, in any criminal .case, bo
compelled, to be witness against himself, or
be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty fo'r
the saife .offense. »
,6. The right of the citizens to bo aaouro

in thpir houses, persons, papers and effects
against unreasonable searches and seizure?,
shall not be violated. '.No warrant ahall issue
except upon probable cause, supported byoath or affirmation,particularly describing the
place to be searched, or the person or thing
to bo seized. > ... ..> ... ,

7.. ,^0. law abridging,the freedom of speech,
or q'f the press, shall be passed ; but the, Leg¬islature may, by suitable peijaltjes, refctrain the
publication or sale of obscene books, papers,
or picture, and provide for the punishmont of
libel, and defamation of character, and for
the recovery,tin civil actionsvby the aggrieved
party, of suitable damages for such libel, or
defamation. ...«

S. In prosecutions, and civil suits for libel,
the truth may by given in evidence; and if
it sb.alj appear to the juryv that, the matter
charged aa. libelous, is true, and was publishedwith good motives, and for justifiable ends,
the verdict shall bo for the defendant.

,9. Private .property shall not be taken or

damaged for public use, without just compen¬sation ; nor shall, the same be taken by any
company, incorporated for the purposes of
internal improvement, unfil just compensationshall have been paid, or securod to be paid to
the owner; and when private prqverty shall
bo taken, or damaged, ;for publio use, or for
the uee.Qf siich^corporations, the. compensa¬tion to the owner shall,.be astertained in such
manner, as may bo prescribed by general law;provided, that when required by either of the
parties, such compensation, shall bq ascer¬
tained by an impartial jury of twelve free¬
holders. i V'

10. No person shall be. d(?privpd .of life,
liberty, or property without due. process of
law, and the judgment of his peers.
.. 11. .Political tests requiring persons, as a

prerequisite to the enjoyment of their civil and
political rights, to purge themselves by their
.own oaths, of past alleged offenses, are re¬
pugnant to the principles of free government,
and are .-.rucl and oppressive. Noroligousorpolitical .test oath -,shall. bo required as a

; prerequisite or qualification to vote, serve as a
juror, sue, plead, appeal or pursue any pro¬fession* or employment. Nor shall any per-
son be deprived by law, of any right or privi¬lege, because of any act dono prior to the
passage of such law. > =

12. Standing armies in time of -peace,should be avoided, as dangerous tp liberty..The military shall bo subordinate to the civ¬
il power, and no citizen, unless engaged in
the military service of the State, shall be
tried .or punished by any military court, for
any.offense that is cognizable by the civil
couits of the State. No soldier shall, in time
of peace, bo quar'.ored in any house, without
tho consent of the owber ; nor in time of war,
cxvept in the manner tpbe prescribed by law.

13. In suits at common Jaw, whero tho
value in controversy, exclusive of interest aud
cents,.exceeds twenty dollars, the right of
.trial, liy a jury of twelve men. if required bycither party, phall b,e preserved ; except .that
tin appeals from the judgments of justicos, a

jury of. a less number may be authorised bylaw ;, but in trials of civil cases before a jus¬tice no jury shall be allowed., N° faev tried
by a jury, shall, iu,any case,; he otherwise re¬
examined than according to tho rules of tho
common la.w. t v.

14. Trials of crimes, and of xaisdenioanora,unless heroin otherwise provided, shall bo by
a jury of tiyelve men, public, withouS un¬
reasonable delay,.sod. in the county where
the ailcgsd offense was committed, unless
upon petition of tho accused, and for goodcaiise shown,, it is removed to some'other
county. I|i all suoh trials, the accused shall
be fully and plainly informed of tho charac¬
ter and causa of the accusation, and bo bon>
fronted with the witnesses against him, and
shall have tho assistance of counsel, and a
reasonable time to preparo for his defense ;and there shall bo awarded to him, oornpuK
sory process for obtaining witnesses in Kia
favCf. »-

15. No man shail bo oompellod to frequent
or support any religions worwhip, place,or
ministry whatsover ; nor shall any. man be
enforced, restrained, molested or burthenod,
in his body or goods, or otherwise suffer, on
account of his religious opinions or belief;but all men shall be free to profess, and, by
argument, to maintain their opinions in mat>
ters of religion ; and the same shall, in no
Trise aifect, diminish, or enlarge their civil
capacities; and the Legislature shall not pre¬scribe any,religious test whatever, or confer
any peoaliar privileges or advantages to, any
sect or denomination or .pass any law requir¬ing or authorizing any religious sooictv, or
the people of any district within this State,
to levy on themselves, or others, any tax for
the erection, or ropair of any house for .pub¬lic worship, or for the support of an-y church
or ministry, but it shalLbe left free for every
parson to select his religious instructor, and
to make for his support suoh private contract
as he shall please. .

1G. The right of tho people to assemble in
a peaceable manner, to consult for the com¬
mon good, to instruct their representatives,
or apply for redress of grievances, shall
bo hold inviolato.

17- Tho courts of this State shall be open,and every person for au injury done to him
in his person, propoity, or reputation, shall
have remedy by due course of law ; and jus¬tice shall ba administered without sale, denial
or delay. : , . ,. .18. No conviction shall work corruption of
blood or forleiturs of estate.

19. No hereditary emoluments, honors or
privileges shall ever bo granted or conferred
in this State

20. Freo government, and the blessings of jliberty, cab he. preserved, to, any people onlyby a firm adherence to justice, moderation,
temperance; frugality and virtue, and by afrequent recurrence to fundamental principles.

ARTICLE IV.
ELECTIONS AND OFFICERS.

1. The male citizens of the State shall be
entitled to yoto at all elections held within
the counties in which they respectively reside;but no person who is a minor, or of unsouqd
miad or a pauper, or who lis under convic¬
tion of Reason, felony, or bribery in, r.n.cleo-
tion, or who has not been a residoni of the

State for oae year, and of the cpunty io whicti
he'odors to vote, for sixty days next preced¬ing sueli offer, shall be permitted t« vote,
while such disability continues; but no per¬
son in: the military, naval or marine servica
of:tho United Statea, shall be. deemed, a resi¬
dent of this State by reason of being stationed
therein. , x ,.,, ^ t x

.2. In all eleotions by .the people the.mode
of voting shall bo by ballot; but. the voter
.shall, be left free to vote by either open, sealed
or,secret ballot, as he may elect..

.3. ffo'vpter, daring the continuanco of
an flection at which he is entitled vto vote,
or di)ring the time necessary and convenient
for going to, and returning from the same,shall be.j3ubject to arrest upon oivil process,
or be compelled to attend any court, or judi¬cial proceeding, as suitor, juror or witness ;
or to work upon . the publio roads ; or, cx-

.cept.in time of,war or publio danger, to ren¬
der military .service.

4. No person, except citizens entitled to
vote, shall be elected or. appointed to anyState, county or municipal office ; but the
Governor and judges, must hate attained tho
age of thirty,.and the Attorney General and
Senators, the age of twenty five .years, at tho
beginning of their, respective terms of ser¬
vice ; and must have boen citizens of the
State for five years next preceding,their eleo-,tion or appointment, or be citizens at the time
this Constitution goes intp operation. >

5. Every, person elected or appointed .to
any office, before proceeding to exercise tho
authority "Or .discharge the duties thereof,
shall tnako oath or affirmation that ho will
support the Constitution of the United States,
and the Constitution of this State, and that
ho will faithfully discharge the duties of his

j?aid office to the beBt of his skill and judg¬
ment, and no other oath^ declaration pr test
shall bo required as a 'qualification, unless
herein otherwise provided. i. ..

6. All officers elected or appointed under
this Constitution may, unless in cases herein
otherwise provided for, be removed, from of¬
fice,.. fop official misconduct, incompctence,neglect of ^uty,.or gross immorality, in such
manuer as may be prescribed by general laws,
and unless so removed, they shall continuo to
.discharge the duties of their respective offices
.until their successors are elected, or appoint¬ed, and 'qualified' ., ;

7. The general .elections cf.State aqd coun¬
ty officers, and of members of the Legisla¬
ture, shall ho held on tho second Tuesday of
October, until otherwise provided by Jaw..
The terms .of suoh officer?, not .elected or ap¬pointed to fill a vacancy, shall, uuless herein
otherwise provided, begin on the firtt day of
January, and of the members of the Legisla¬
ture on tho first d»y of November next suc¬
ceeding their election.. flections to fill va¬
cancies shall ba for the unexpired .term.-:.
When vacancies occur prior to any generalelection,, they shall be filled by appointmentsin such manner as may bo prescribed herein,
or by general law, which appointments shall
expire at such tini3 after tho next general
election, as the person so olectcd to fHl suoh
vacancy shall be qualified.

8. Tho Legislature, in cases not providedfor in this Constitution, shall prescribe bygeneral laws tho terms of office, powers, duties
and- compensation of all publio officers and
agents, and tho manner.,in which they shall
be elected, appointed and removed.

9. Any officer qf the Stato may be im¬
peached for mal-administratron, corruption, in¬
competency, gross immorality, neglect ofd.uty,
or any high crime or misdemeanor. The
House of Delegates Bhall have Lhe.splo powerof impeachment. The Senate shall have the
Bole power to try impeachments, and no per¬
son shall be convicted without tho concur¬
rence of two-thirds of tho membors olected
thereto. When sitting as a court of impeach¬
ment, the President of the Supreme Court of
Appeals, or, if from any cause, it bo improperfor him to act, then any other Judge of that
court, to be designated by it, shall preside;and tho Senators shall be on oath, or affirma¬
tion, to do "justice according to tho law and
evidence. Judgment in .pases ,of impeach¬
ment shall npt extend fWther than to removal
from office, and disquitfiScation to hold anyoffice of honor, trust or profit under tho State;but tho party convicted shall be liable to in¬
dictment, trial, judgment and punishment ac¬
cording to law. Tho Senate may sit duringthe recess of tho Legislature for tho trial of
impeachments. ,

, 10. Any citizen of this State who shall,
after the adoption of this Constitution,.either
in cr out of tho State, fight a duel with deadly
weapons, or send pr accept a challenge so to
do, or who shall act as a second, or knowinglyaid or assist in such duel, shall, ever there¬
after, bo incapable of holding any offioo of
honor, trust or profit in thi$ State......

11. Tho Legislature shall prescribe tho
manner of conducting and making returns/of
eleetions, and of determining contested elec¬
tions; and shall pass such laws as may bo neo-
essary and proper to provent intimidation, dis¬
order or violence at tho polls, and corruption
or fraud in voting, counting the vote, ascer¬
taining or declaring tho result, or fraud, in
any manner, lipon the.ballot.

12. No citizen shall ever be denied, or re¬
fused, the right or privilege of voting at an
olection, because his name is not, or has not
beon, registered, or listed, as a qualified voter,

ARTICLE Y.
I B1VISI0N OF POWERS.

1. Tho legislative,executive, and judicial de¬
partments shall be separate and distinct, so
that neither shall exercise the powers properlybelonging to either of the others ; nor shall
c.ay person exercise the powers of more than
one of them at the same time, except that
justices of the peaco shall bo eligible to the
Legislature.

ARTICLE VI.
Legislature.

. 1. The Legislative power shall be vested in
the Senato and House of Delegates. Tho
style of their a;ot8 shall be, "Be it enacted bythe Legislature of West Virginia."2. Tho Senate shall be composed of twenty-four, and tho House of Delegates of sisty five
members, subject to be increased acoording to-
the provisions hereinafter containeid.

3. Senators shall be elected for the term of
four years, and delegates for tho term of two
years. The Senators first elected, shall divide
themselves into two classes, ono Senator from
every district being assigned to each, class ;and of these classes, the first to be designatedby lot, in such manner as the Senate.may de¬
termine, shall ,hold their,seats for two years,^gnd the second for four years, so that after thefirst efoctioo, one-half of the Senators shall

bo elected bi ennially. . ,
4. For the election of Senators, the State

shall be diyided into twelve Senatorial dis¬
tricts, which number ahall.not be diminished
but may be increased, so hereinafter provided'
Avery distriot shall eleot two Senators but
where the district is composed of more than
one county, both shall not be chosen-from.the
same county. The districts shall be-compact,
formed .of contiguous territory, bounded by
county lines, and as nearly as practicably be

,-equal in population, to be ascertained by the
census of tho. United States. After eyery
such census, the Legislature shall alter the
Senatorial districts, so far as may be necessary
to make them oonform to the "foregoing pro¬
visions. >. , ,

5. Until the Senatorial districts shall be
altered by the Legislature as herein prescrib¬
ed, the counties of .Hancock, Brooke-and
Ohio, shall constitute the first senatorial, dis¬
trict; Marshall, Wetzel and Marion, the sec¬
ond ; Ritchie,- Doddridge, Harrison Gilmer*
and Calhoun, the third; Tyler, Pleasants
Wood and Wirt, the fourth "Jackson, Mason',
Putnam and Roane, the fifth; Kanawha, Clay,
Nicholas, Braxton and. Webster, the sixth;
Label, Wayne, Lincoln Boone, Logan, Wyo¬
ming, McDowell and Meroer, the seventh;
Monroe, Greenbrier, Summers, Pocahontas,
r ayette and Raleigh, tho eighth ; .Lewis, Ran¬
dolph, Upshur, Barbour, Taylor and Tucker,
the ninth ; Prestou and Monongalia, the
.tenth; Hampshire, Mineral, Hardy,r Grant
I encfleton, the eleventh ; Berkeley, Morgan
and Jefferson, the twelfth.

6. For the election of Delegates, every
county containing a population of less than
three-fifths of- the ratio of representation

' or V10 House of Delegates, shall, at each ap¬
portionment, bo attached to some contiguous
county or counties, to form a Delegato Dis¬
trict. <

7. After every census the Delegates shall
be apportioned as follows : The ratio of rep¬
resentation for the House of Delegates, shall
be ascertained by dividing the whole popula¬
tion of the State, by the number of which
the House is to consist, and r<yecting the
traction of a u nit, if any, resulting from such
division. Dividing the population of every
.delegate district, and of every county not in¬
cluded in a delegate district, by the ratio
thus ascertained .there shall ba assigned to
.£aoo, a number- of Delegates equal to the
quotient obtained by this division, excluding
the fractional remainder. Tho additional
delegates necessary to make up the number
tof .which tho Honse is to consist, shall then
bo assigned to those delegato districts and
counties, not included in a delegato district,
which would otherwiso, have tho largest frac¬
tions unrepresented, but every delegato dis¬
trict, and county not included in & delegate*'
district, shall be entitled to at least ono dele¬
gate. .

... .

8. Until.a new apportionment shall be de-
°L,I o

counties or PleasaDts and- Wood
shall form the first Delegato District, and
elect, thres Delegates ; Ritchie and Calhoun
tne second, and elect two Delegates: Bar¬
bour, Harrison and Taylor, the- third, and
elect one Delegate; Randolph and Tucker
the fourth, and elect one Delegate ; Nicho¬
las, -Clay ind Webster, the fifth, and elect
one,Delegate; McDowell and Wyoming, tho
sixtn, and elect one Delegate.

i 9\,Unf'' a new apportionment shall bo de¬
clared, the apportionment of Delegates to tho
counties not included in delegate districts
and to Barbour, Harrison and Taylor coun¬
ties, embraced in such districts, shall be as
follows : .«..t

, ,T°nJaJr!)0^r' I}oone. Braxton, Brooke, Ca¬
bell Doddridge, Fayette,. Hampshire, Han-
cosk, Jackson, Lewis, Logan. Greenbrier,
Monroe, Mercer, Mineral, Morgan, Grant
Hardy, Lincoln Pendleton, Putnam, Roane,
Gi mer,Taylor Tyler, Upsbi«,Wayne,Wetzel,

, ocahontas, Summers and JLlaleigh coun¬
ties one delegate each.

M T°uBnrkn,l0y' Harrison> Jefferson, Marion,
iiarshall, Mason, Monongalia and Preston
counties, two Delegates each.
To Kanawha county, three Delegates.
in

^ county, four Delegates.
Tx ,

Tho arrangement of the Senatorial and
delegate Districts, and apportionment of Del¬
egates, shall hereafter be declared by law as
soon.as possible after each succeeding con'sus
take,, by authority of tho United States..
|W hen so declared, they shall apply to tho
first..general election for members of the Leg¬
islature to be thereafter held, and shall con-

Lnf?i!n fCe ""O^ged until such districts
shall bo altered and delegates apportioned
under tho succeeding census. r

^11- Additional, territory may be admrnit-
ted into and become part of this State, with
tho consent of tho Legislature and a majoritv
of the qualified voters of the State votin- on

£8i!3lkeStl0nj ^And 'n 8Coh case' Pro*isionshall he made by law, for the representation
tnereof, in the Senate and House of Dele¬
gates, ,n conformity with the principles set
forth in this Constitution. And the number
of members of which each house of the Leg¬
islature is to consist, shall thereafter be in¬
creased by tho representation assigned to such
additional territory.

12. No person shall be a Senator or Dele¬
gate who has not for one year next proceed¬
ing his election, been a resident within the
district or county from which he is elected .

and if a Senator or Delegato remove from tho
district or.county for which ho was elected,
his seat shall bo thereby vacated.

13. No. person holding a lucrative office
under this State, the United States, or any
Joreign government; no member of Congress-
no person who is a salaried offiaer of any rail¬
road company, or.who is sheriff, constablo or

f of any court of record, shall be eligible
to a seat iu the. Legislature.
, \f' Person who has been, or hereafter

shall be, convicted of bribery, perjury, or
other infamous crime, shall bo eligible to a
seat in tho-Legislature. No person who may
have collected, or been entrusted with publio
money, whether.State, county, township, dis-
' vC-t°,' e,r mPn'ciPal organization, shall be
eligiblo to the Legislature, or to. any office of
honor, trust or profit in this State, until he
8hall have duly accounted for, and paid over
such money according to law.

15. No Senator or Delegate, duringtbe term
for which he shall have been elected, shall be
elected oi^ppointed to any civil ofilce of profit
under thiSrState, which has been created, or tho
emoluments of which have been increased
during such term, except offices to bo filled
by election by .

the people. Nor shall any
member of,,the Legislature bo interested, di¬
rectly or indireotfy, in any contract with the
btato, or any qounty thereof,-authorized by
any law passed-during the term for which ho
snail have been elected.

1G. Members of the Legisl.ture, before
they enter upoivtheir duties, shall take and
subscribe the following oath, or affirmation .

I do solemnly swear (or affirm") that I wilt
support the.Constitutian of the United States
and tha Constitution of the State of West Vir¬
ginia, and faithfully discharge the duties of
Sena'°c,(or Delegate) according to the best of
my ability; .and they -shall also take thia
further oath, to-wit: "I will not accept or re-

°f'v°. d'reetly or indireotly^any money or
othar valuable thing, from any corporation
company or person, for any rote or inBuenoe
1 may give or withhold, as Senator (or Dele¬
gate) on any bill, resolution or appropriation,
?nr T) T* do or perform as Senator
Cor Delegate.") These oaths shall be admin¬
istered in the Hall of the Hous* to which the
member is elected by a Jndga.of the Supreme

of -Appeals, or of a Circuit Court, or by
-anyother person authorized by law to ad¬
minister an oath.; and the Secretary of State
shall reoprdvand file said oaths subscribed by
each member;, and no other oath or declara¬
tion shall be required as a qualification. Any
member who shall, refuse to take the oath
herein prescribed shall forfeit his seat, and
any member who shall be convicted of havin~
violated the oath last above required to be
taken shall forfeit his seat, and be disqualified
thereafter from holding any office of profit or
trust in this State.

17. Members of tho Legislature shall, in
all cases, except treason, felony, and breach of
the peace., be privileged from arrest during
the session, and for ten days before and titer
tho same ; and for words spoken in debate or
any report, motion or proposition, made'in
either House, a member shall net be ques-
tioncd'in any other place.

18. The Legislature shall assemble at the
seat of government bi-ennially, and not oftener
unless convened by the Governor. The first
session of the Legislature, after the adoption
?1- j"rn Con,8tltu"QD, shall commence on tho
third luesday of November, 1872, and. tho
regular bi-ennial session of the Legislature
shall commence on the second Wednesday of
January, in 1875, and every two years there-
alter on the Hame day.

19. The Governor may convene tho Legisla¬
ture by proclamation whenever, in his opinionthe public safety or welfare shall require it.
It shall be his duty to.convene it on af>pliea-»
fion, m writing, of three-fifths of th7mem-
bers elected to each House.

20. Tho seat of government shall ba at

o!,p0n' unt>' otherwise provided by law
21. The Governor may convene the Leeis-

laturo at another place, when, in his opinion,
it cannot safely assemble at the seat of «ov-
ernment; and tho Legislature may, when in
session, adjourn to some other place, when, in
its Opinion, Ae public safety or welfare, or
the safety of the members, or their health
shall require it.

it,2*^ No session °f the Legislature, after
the first, shall continue longer than forty-five
days, without the concurrence of two thirds
.

.fimbers elected to each House
Neither House shall, during the session

adjourn for more than three days, without tho
consent of the other. Ifor shall either with-
out such consent, adjourn to any other placethan that in which the Legislature is sitting

u
. A majority of the members elected to

each house of the Legislature, shall constitute
a quorum. But a smaller number may ad¬
journ Iron. day to day, and shall bo author¬
ized to compel tho attendance of absent mem¬
bers, as each House may provide.- Kach
House shall determine tho rules df its nro-
ceedings, and be the judge of the elections,
returns and qualifications of its own members,
i he henato shall choose, from its own body a
1 resident and the House of Delegates, from
its own body, a Speaker. Each House shall
appoint its own officers, and remove them at

eaM^h^'lT »Old0j' DcleSato present shall
call oho House, to order at the opening of each
new House of Delegates, and preside over it
until tho Speaker thereof, shall have been
Shosen and have taken his seat. The oldest
member of the Senate present at tbo com-
mencement of each regular session thereof,shall call the Senate to order and presidooverthe same until a President of the Senate shall
have been chosen and have takon his seat,

r
Each House may punish its own mem¬

bers for disorderly behavior, and with tho con¬
currence of two-thirds of tho members elect-

the ^ame°offense.a bUt D°fc twica for

.

House shall have power to nro-
vido for its own safety, and tho undisturbed
transaction of it? business, and may punish
y imprisonment, any person not a member'

for' disrespectful behavior in its presence; fw
obstructing any of its proceedings, or any of
ts officers m the di-6harge of his duties, or
for any assault threat, or abuse of a member
for words ^spoken in debate. But such im¬
prisonment shall not extend beyond the termn
nation of the session, and shall not preventthe punishment of any offense by the ordinary
course of law.

27 Laws shall be enacted and enforced by
Pi0T,\SWtS and Penalties, requiringsheriffs and-all other officers, whether State"

county, distriot or municipal, who shall collect

Z rLcTfr °.r who-°offieial dut?" is>
be, to col ect, receive, hold or pav out any
money belongmg to, or which is, o? shall be'
for he u69 of the State or of any county, dis-

0r1muPlclPlal corporation, to make annual
accoun.and settlement therefor. Such settle-
linn ' 8hal1 be 6ubiect "> excep-
t ons and take such direction, and have onlysuch force and effect as may be provided by
riJonlprf ? Ca3CS' S'JCh settlement shall be

theneonl'n8! k°P°D t0 th° lamination of
e people at such convenient place or places as

appointed by law.
-.?8' ?t'I1s and resolutions may orieinafo in

bffl ?hTDtr tKkeJU by and °^o. each

in all tase8 ?hflt d,8pCDSed with = Provided,

pre'' d
^ T

Ur« in ^0D ameDded. Bh»!' ba inserted ai
wrge in the new act. And no act of tho

ei0*Pf.8ach M m«y bo.pa.8S3d at

take
seaaon ander this Cojjgtifji ion, shall

take effect, until the eipirtfion of ninety days

after its passage, unless, the Legislature shall,
bj a vote of two-thirds of the members elect¬
ed to each [louse, taken by yeas and nays,
otherwise direct.

31. When a bill, or joint resolution, passed
by one House, shall be amended<by the other,
the question on agreeing to the bill; .or joint
resolution,, as amended, shall be again voted
on, by yeas and nays, in the House by -which
it was originally passed, and the Tesult entered
upon its jonrnal-j ifall such cases, the affirm¬
ative vote of a 'majority -of all the members
elected to such House -shall be neoessary. -*

32. Whenever the words: "a majority of
tho members elected to either House of the
.Legislature," or words of like import, are
used in this Constitution, they shall be con¬
strued to mean a majority of the whole num¬
ber of members to which eaoh House is, at
the time, entitled,-under the apportionmentof representation established by tho provi¬sions of this Constitution.

33. The members of the Legislature shall
each receive for their services the sum of four
dollars per day, and ten -cents for each mile
travoled in going to, and returning from,- tho
seat of government, hy the most direct route.
1 be Speaker of the House of Delegates, and
the President of the-Senate, shall each re¬
ceive an ndditienal compensation of two dol¬
lars per dny for each day they- shall act as
presiding officers'. No other allowance or
emoluments, than that by this section pro¬vided, shall, directly or indirectly, be made
or paid to the members of either Hquso for
postage, stationery, newspapers, or any other
purpos'o whatever.

34. The Legislature Bball provide by law
that the fuel, stationery and printing paper'furnished for tho use of the State ; tho copyling, printing, binding and distributing tho
laws and journals ; and all other printing or¬
dered by tho Legislature, shall be let by con¬
tract to tho lowest responsible bidder, biddingunder a maximum price to bo fixed- by tho
Legislature; and no member or offioer-there¬
of, or officer of tho State, shall bo interested
directly or indirectly, in suoh contract, but
all such contracts shall bo subject to the ap¬proval of the Governor, and in case of his dig-
approval of any such-contract, thero shall bo
a re-letting of tho same ia such manner as
may be prescribed by law.

35. Tho State'of Weat Virginia Bhall uev-
e.r be mado defendant in any court of law or
equity.

3G. Tho Legislature shall havo no powerto authorize lotteries or gift enterprises, for
any purpose, aud shall pas3 laws to prohibitthe sale of lottery or gift enterprise tickets
in this State.

37. No law shall bo passed after tho olec-
tion of any public officer wliioh shall operate
to extend the term of his office.

38. No extra compensation shall be grant¬ed or allowed to any publio officer, agentservant or contractor, after tho services shall
havo been rendered or tho contract made .

nor shall any Legislature authorizo tho pay¬
ment of any claim 'or part thereof, hereaftor
created against the State, under any agree¬
ment or coutract mado without express au¬
thority of law ; and all such authorized agree¬ment! shall be null and void. Nor shall tho
salary of any publio officer bo increased or di¬
minished, during his term of office, nor
shall any such officer, or his or their
sureties, bo released from any debt or lia¬
bility due to- tho State : Provided, The
1.legislature may make appropriations for ex-11
penditiH-es hereafter incurrod, in suppressing
insurrection, or repelling invasion.

39. Tho Legislature shall not pass local or
special laws, io any of tho following onumor-atcd cases; that is to say, for

Granting divoroes-; . .

Laying out, opening, altering, and working
roads or highways;

Vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys
and publio grounds

Locating or changing county seats ;Regulating or changing county or district
affairs; i ,

I roviding for the salo of church property
or property hold for charitable uses

liegulating the practico in courts of justioe-Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or
amending tho oharter of any city, town or
village, containing a population of less than
two thousand ;

' Summoning or empanceling grand or petit
The opening or conducting of any election

or designating tho plaoo of voting ;Tho sale, or mortgage of real estate, be¬
longing to minors, or others under disability:Chartering licensing or establishing ferries
or toll bridges;

Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures:
Changing the law of descent;
liegulating tho rate of interest;
Authorizing deeds to be made for lands

sold for taxes;
Releasing taxes ;
Releasing title to forfeited lands;The Legislature shall provide, by generallaws, for the foregoing and all other cases for

which provision can be so made ; and in no
case shall a speoial act be passed, where a gen¬eral law would bo proper, and can be made
applicable to the case, nor in any other case
in which the courts have jurisdiction, and are
competent to give the relief asked for.

40. The Legislature shall not confer upon
any court or judge the power of appointment
to office, further than the samo ia herein pro¬
vided for.

41. Each House shall keep a journal of its
proceedings, and cause the same to be pub¬lished from time to time, and all bills and
joint resolntions shall be described therein,
as well by their title a3 their number, and
the yeas and nays on any question, if called
for by one-tenth of those present, shall be en¬
tered on the jonrnal.

42. Bills making appropriations lor the
pay of members and officers of the Legisla¬
ture, and for salaries for the officers of the
government, shall contain no provision on anyother subject.

43. The Legislature shall never authorize
or establish any board, or court of registra¬tion for voters. .

44. In all- elections to office which may
hereafter take place in the legislature, or in
any county or municipal body, the vote shall
be viva vote, aud-be entered on its journals.

45. It shall be the duty of the Legislator?,
at is first session a/ler the adoption of this
Constitution, to provide by law, for the pun¬
ishment, by imprisonment, in the penitentia¬
ry, of any pen-on who shall bribe, or *Meinpt
to bribe, any executive or indieiat jaBBBS
this State, or any member oftbe.-Legislature,
in order to influence b\m in the performance'
of any of bis official-or public dalios ; and
also, to provide, by law, for the punishment^

SarTRANSIEXT BILLS CASH.
One.quar. (1 inchTrlT^l.
Bach subsequent inMrtion

*' $ I.-v*
On. iquare, three month..".."" " f
Onotqu.re,.)! month. : <¦<*.
One square, one rrsr

6.00
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Quarterly Adv.rti.cr.,
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by imprisonment, in the of any
of said officers, or any member of the Cl
islature, who shall demand, or receive! Cm
any corp.rat.on, company or pereoJ 3!
IK* Trm0nial' °r0thcr W»»8 'thin/for the performance of his official or imhfc
duties, or for refusing, .r
the same, or for any vote or influence a

gjarary .j °r "'ij
te^fv sh-ll K

y Pei^°n *> eo®P®Hed to
testify, shall bo exempted from ttial and nun
ibhroont for the offense, of whioh ho mayhare been guilty, and concerning whioh ho m
oompeUed to testify; and any p0r80u con¬
victed of any of the offences specified in litis

thereof k'
" * jP" ^ the Put>">bhient

Int nffi' T8.r d«qn»lifiod from holding
Kf w" «>*S

J'"W3 """y be passed regulating or nro-

sysaygftater***%*.»
hon. 1 rovision may be made Ky general
*Z f \le0an?S th° titl0 l° chnrch properly,?tiSf iransfor °° ".»'

nnrn^i r l' Td' or troosferred' for tlx,
purposes of sueh church or religious deuomi-

Sf.4»!' A"{ busband or parent residing in this
k *. or tba infant childrott of deceased par¬
ents, ma> hold a homestead of tbe value of
otto thourond doUars, and personal property
tram f »° 0[,tW° bundred dollars, exeutp*
''i??lwUhf ' Sl,,bj.1°ct1to Biioh regulations
Th

'
h t,prc'°(r,^d by law: ProM,

J. hat such homestead exemption shall in hn,

time of°?h dCb|8 °r- li8bili,ie8 at the
time of the adoption of this Constitution-
andprovidedfurther, that no property shall'
be exemp'trom sale for .axes due therein or
tor the paymont of purohase money diie upon

or debls contracted for tbe
/o W

improvements (hereon.
49. Tha- Legislature shall pass snoli lawn

as may bo necessary to proteot tbe propertyof married women from the debts, liabilities
and control of their husbands. '

'

50. Tho Legislature may provide for sub-
,° I70/6,.? tbo pooPla " ",0 Kcnoral

e ect.on o be held in 1870, or at any generalelection thereafter, a plan or scheme of pro¬
portional representation in the Senate of this

.

ond lf a majority of the votes oast at

tad » ,e.C"0E( bo 1,5 fovor of 'bo plan summit-
ted to thera tho Legislature) shall at its mi's-.
mon succeeding naid election, re-hrrango tbe
Senatorial Districts in accordance with the plan
so approved by tho people.

ARTICLE Vri.
EXECUTIVE DEPAltTMEtrr 1

- 1;,.Th° Executive Department shall pon.i.t
of a Governor, Secretary of State, State So-
permteudent of Free Schools, Auditdr, Treaa-

"if orney General, who shall ho ex
oju to Lepoiter df tho Court of Appoals..
fm.r'l °l f®,?0' resPe«"'»*ly, shall be

nnd sbaI1 commence on the fourth
ay ot fllarch next after their election, Thev

thn !' 0fIXCfI" th° Attorney General, reside at
the seat of government durinja; their terms ..f
office, and keep there tho public records boots
and j.apeVs pertaining to thoir respective of- '

tf"",mb b°

ELECTION. t . .

2. An election for Governor, State Super¬
intendent of Free Schools, Auditor, Treasurer
and Attorney General shall be held at suoh
times and places as may be prescribed in this
Constitution or by general law.

3. The returns 6f every election for the
above narnod officora shall be sealed up and
transmitted by tbo returning offioers to thu
hocretaipr 0f fctate> directed to-"The Bpealterol the House of Delegates," -who ihall; im-
mediately after the organization of the House

l .rt? ProceedinK to busraess, open end
publish tho same, in the presonce of amaior-

«h7a» ^-° th t°n,W °f the W-'btture, which
f7ul n

purpose, assemble in the flail
.of the House of Delegate!.. Tho persdn hav-
mg the h'ghest number of votes for either df
said offices shall be declared duly oleote4

'e,r^' bu' ,f lwo or more have en equaland the highest number of vote, for tho same
office, the Legislature shall, bv joiot vote
choose one of such persona for said office

fhalfd !t'0naJf?r the offioa "f Governor
shal bo determined by both Houses of th«
Legislature, by joint vote, in .bch m.n/er J
°faLto ahrH°Kribed ly lVf- The ««retaryot bUte shall be appointed by the Govertfor

Senile tbe "dvic® «nd consent of the
Senate, and shall continue in office, unless
sooner rtrtuoved, until tbe expiration of the

ELIGIBILITY.
4. Neither the Governor, 8tate Huperin.tendent of Free Schools, Auditor, Treasurer,

nor Attorney General, shall hold any other
office daring the term of his service.- 'l*ho
Governor shall be ineligible to raid office tor
the four years next suooeeding the term, for
which he was elected.

5. The chief executive power shall bo
vested in the Governor, who shall'take care
that the laws be faithfully executed. 26. The Governor shall, at the commence*
meat of each session, give to tli<:
information, by message, of the <-onditinn of
the State, and shall rccomraeud tudh
as he shall deem expedient. Ho shall fc;om-
pany his message with-1 -Uteiuontof nil money -

received and paid cntby him, from any fund*,
subject to his order, with voucher.* there tor ;
and, at the commencement of < icli regular
session, present estimates of »lio amount of

I money required by uxati'.n for rill purpose*.
7. The Governor may. on extra .rdinnry on.

Icssioos, convene, at his own inf-tauce, the leg¬
islature ; but wiien .°o convened, it shall euter
upon no business, except that Mated in tho
proclamation by which it was railed together.I 8. The Governor shall nomin-ite, and byand wi'h the advice and consent of the Senato
(a majority of all 'he Senators elected concur¬
ring by yeas and nay-1, appoint all officer*
whose offices are establi-lied by tlii.4 Constitu¬
tion, or shall be created by law, and whose ep-foin* mentor election ignot otherwise providedfor, and no such officers shall be appointed or
elected by the .Legislature.

9. In ca»e of a vacancy, during the recess
of the Senate, in any office w.hich if not elec¬
tive, the Governor thall, by appointment, 5il


